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Locals charities unite to fund RCH position

Keeping communities connected Focus on farm safety 

ALLANAH SCIBERRAS 

WITH much uncertainty and concern surrounding fundrais-
ing amid the COVID-19 pandemic, two auxiliaries have 
joined forces to fund a position at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital (RCH). 
The Cancer in Kids Auxiliary (CIKA) contacted the local 

Absent Friends Auxiliary (AFA) after its fundraising efforts 
were severely impacted by the pandemic. 
Together, AFA donated $54,319.40 and CIKA, $44,443,60 to 

fund the solid tumour coordinator role at the RCH, which will 
provide parents the option to access clinical trials.
AFA president and local business owner, Lyn Lewis said she 

was happy to help a fellow auxiliary.
“We just want to raise money the best we can, and we are very 

happy and delighted that we have been able to help and assist 
CIKA in funding the position,” she said.
“We had the money built up in our account and we thought this 

was the best place to donate it.”
Ms Lewis said CIKA was extremely thrilled to receive the 

donation. 

CIKA was founded in 1980 by three sets of parents whose 
children were diagnosed and subsequently died from a 
cancerous solid tumour. 
Since then, CIKA has raised $4.2 million with all donations 

directed to solid tumour cancerous research. 
The members of the auxiliary are all volunteers, inspired to 

improve the outcomes for children, including local committee 
members, Andrew and Christine Duyvestyn from Macarthur. 
Donations currently fund the establishment of a world-class 

‘tissue bank’; funding the after-hours collection of tumours in 
children and the monthly use of ‘consumables’ used in research.
Ms Lewis said once she received the call from CIKA asking for 

assistance, her mind was immediately made up. 
“I can’t imagine what it would be like to have child with cancer, 

we absolutely wanted to help,” she said. 
“Solid tumour research is an important area and from what we 

have been told, it is a vital area for the RCH, and they lead the 
world in lots of these fields. 
“We have a number of collection tins in different businesses in 

town and we are always collecting throughout the year and we 
are just so happy that our efforts can go towards helping CIKA 

because they do a phenomenal job.”
Ms Lewis has been involved in AFA since 2010 and has always 

been an avid fundraiser for the hospital.
“The RCH is an amazing entity itself and lots of people are 

not aware of how hard different auxiliaries work throughout the 
year to raise money,” she said. 
“It’s nice that us little guys can help the bigger guys.
“When I was younger at school, my sister and I always 

fundraised money for the RCH and we used to get tins to collect 
money, we would make our friends come out with us and get 
donations.  
“I have always been a giving type of person; I grew up in the 

country and it’s just the country way of doing things.
“We do what we can and it’s nice when you can see where 

our donation is going as we don’t always see it, and we have a 
strong belief that the new position will make a difference.”
Ms Lewis encouraged everyone to give what they could to the 

RCH. 
Tins can be found at a handful of local businesses including 

Alexandra House, Obsidian Room and Lakeside Motel.

ALLANAH SCIBERRAS 
TWO new educational programs supported 
by the State Government will be rolled out 
for rural and regional school students to start 
changing attitudes towards safety on farms 
from an early age. 
Agriculture minister, Jaclyn Symes announced 

the programs at the beginning of National Farm 
Safety Week, to reinforce the government’s 
commitment towards reducing deaths and 
injuries on farms.
“Increasing education and awareness is crucial 

in order to change the culture of safety on farms; 
by partnering with Kidsafe Victoria and the 
National Centre for Farmer Health, we can do 
this from an early age,” she said. 
“This Farm Safety Week is a good reminder 

that we all have a role to play in understanding 
that farms are workplaces as well as homes, and 

how we behave on them can have significant 
consequences for every person who works, lives 
or visits one.”
Kidsafe Victoria will receive a $97,000 grant to 

support its work preventing unintentional death 
and injury of children by delivering a farm safety 
campaign and creative competition in primary 
schools over three years. 
The National Centre for Farmer Health will 

receive a $108,500 grant to deliver 20 ‘Gear up 
for Agriculture Health and Safety’ workshops to 
Victorian secondary school students who have 
an interest in agriculture.
These grants are part of the Victorian 

Government’s $20 million Victoria’s Smarter, 
Safer Farms program which addresses skills and 
safety issues in the agriculture sector.
To find out more about the educational programs 

visit the Agriculture Victoria website.

ALLANAH SCIBERRAS 
THE State Government is helping 
communities stay connected during the 
coronavirus pandemic through a new grants 
program.
Suburban development minister, Shaun Leane 

and regional development minister, Jaclyn 
Symes announced the opening of applications 
for the Let’s Stay Connected Fund, with grants 
available for community organisations, local 
government bodies, incorporated not-for-profits 
and industry groups.
“We’re making sure that our communities, 

particularly our most vulnerable Victorians, get 
the support they need through to the other side 
of this pandemic,” Mr Leane said. 
“This program will enable Victorians to back 

things that are already working well in their 
communities and support them to develop new 
ideas that will help people to stay connected 

with each other.”
Grants of between $5000 and $200,000 are 

available to support innovative, community-
based initiatives that build connection, reduce 
feelings of loneliness and isolation and that 
can be implemented quickly, providing much 
needed support across the state. 
The $1.3 million fund could help community 

groups continue to operate by adapting the 
way they deliver programs or events, including 
through online forums.
Other possibilities include support for 

communities to improve their digital skills and 
access online communication channels, or new 
ways for people to continue volunteering within 
their communities while maintaining physical 
distancing requirements.
Applications for the Let’s Stay Connected Fund 

are open until August 31 and applicants are 
encouraged to apply as early as possible at djpr.
vic.gov.au/lets-stay-connected.
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