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THE VISION 
For almost 150 years, The Royal Children’s Hospital (RCH) has been providing world-class 

paediatric healthcare to children and their families. Our vision is to be a GREAT children's 

hospital. This vision is underpinned by our leadership in healthcare, education and research.  

 

Philanthropy provides the hospital with the means to continue innovative care, research and 

education that fall outside basic government funding, giving our staff the tools to continue to 

provide child health services that are among the best in the world. 

  

PROJECT OBJECTIVES  
The objective of this project is to provide continued financial support for the Solid Tumour 

Study Coordinator. This position has been supportive in opening and maintaining a broad 

portfolio of ethically approved therapeutic solid tumour clinical trials that are integrated in the 

clinical care of these patients.  

 

ACHIEVEMENTS  
The Children’s Cancer Centre has continued to go to considerable lengths to open new clinical 

trials for the solid clinical research program. Since the last reporting have become the leading 

recruiting centre for the open clinical trial for Hodgkin’s Lymphoma (EuroNet-PHL-C2) and 

continue to offer clinical trials for patients. We are excited to have Yan Tu join the position and 

will provide a wealth and knowledge to the positon and also provide the enthusiasm to 

coordinate a large and complex clinical trial portfolio for solid tumour patients.  

 

1. Ewing 2008 (Eurodact 2008-003658-13) an intergroup, prospective clinical trial for the 

treatment of children and young people diagnosed with Ewing sarcoma  

p Dr Vivek Bhadri  

-wide agreement for Ewing 2008 to be the standard of care for all children and young 

people up to age 24 diagnosed with Ewing sarcoma  

 

 

EWING 2008 is an international study aimed at optimising treatment and treatment results of 

patients (event-free survival and overall survival) with localised or metastatic Ewing sarcomas. 

Eligible patients received an initial course of six cycles of chemotherapy, followed by surgery 

with or without radiotherapy, depending on their response to treatment. Patients then 

received at least an additional eight cycles of chemotherapy. Fourteen patients in total were 

enrolled during the study prior to its closure to recruitment in March, 2018. Twelve patients 

continue to undergo scheduled assessments in follow up.  

 

2. LCHIV: International Collaborative treatment protocol for children and adolescents 

with Langerhans Cell Histiocytosis  

 

 

Principal Investigator: Dr Marty Campbell  

 

 



  

The LCH-IV study is an international study that seeks to tailor the treatment of patients based 

on the many and varied features presenting at diagnosis and in response to treatment. 

Broadly, the primary objectives are to decrease mortality by an early switching of those who do 

not respond to therapy to more intensive treatment; to reduce reactivation rates prolonging 

and intensifying treatment; and to study the natural course of disease in patients who are not 

candidates for therapy. Due to the complexity of the LCH disease the study is divided into 

seven diverse enrolment strata based on tumour location and extent. Twenty three patients 

have been enrolled so far, eight of which in the last year. Four patients continue on active 

treatment and sixteen patients are in review/follow up.  

 

3. APEC14B1: The Project EveryChild protocol: a registry, eligibility screening, biology and 

outcome study  

 

incipal Investigator: Dr Jordan Hansford  

 

 

EveryChild is an ambitious initiative launched by the Children’s Oncology Group (COG), an 

organisation of the world’s foremost childhood cancer experts, to find better cures for every 

type of childhood cancer, no matter how rare. We opened this project in September 2018 and 

hope to enrol all patients eligible for COG treatment studies. It involves collecting left-over 

samples of the patient’s tumour and blood together with accompanying demographic data, 

epidemiologic data, therapeutic data and outcome data. The biospecimens will be utilised, 

along with the associated demographic, epidemiologic, and therapeutic and outcome data for 

research geared towards determining the molecular signature of a patient’s specific diagnosis. 

This will lead to more personalised medicine i.e. sequencing of the human genome for more 

targeted therapy. We have enrolled three patients so far. Opening AHEP1531 (scheduled for 

mid-year) will increase the pool of patient enrolments.  

 

4. AGCT1531: A phase III study of active surveillance for low risk and a randomized trial 

of carboplatin vs. cisplatin for standard risk paediatric and adult patients with germ cell 

tumours  

 

 

 

 

The COG-led AGCT1531 study aims to: 1) minimise toxicity by lowering therapeutic doses of 

standard treatment in children with low- and –intermediate risk germ cell tumours; and 2) 

evaluate cisplatin vs. a less toxic alternative, carboplatin as therapy in intermediate-risk 

patients with germ cell tumours.  

AGCT1531 opened in October 2018 and two patients have been enrolled to date.  

 

 

 

 

 



  

5. EuroNet-PHL-C2: an international clinical trial for the treatment of children and young 

with classical Hodgkin Lymphoma  

 

Lymphoma  

Dr Leanne Super and Dr Michael Sullivan  

 

 

EuroNet-PHL-C2 is a comprehensive treatment strategy for all first line classical Hodgkin 

Lymphoma patients which aims to: 1) reduce the indication for radiotherapy in newly 

diagnosed patients without compromising cure rates; and 2) investigate a chemotherapy 

intensification randomisation in intermediate and advanced classical Hodgkin lymphoma to 

compensate for reduction in RT. Twenty six patients have been enrolled so far.  

 

6. A Pilot Induction Regimen Incorporating Chimeric 14.18 Antibody (ch14.18, 

dinutuximab) (NSC# 764038, IND# 4308) and Sargramostim (GM-CSF) for the Treatment 

of Newly Diagnosed High-Risk Neuroblastoma 

 

 RCH Principal Investigators: Dr Jordan Hansford  

 

 

The ANBL17P1 study aims to find out if ch 14.18 (Dinutuximab) and sargramostim (GM-CSF) 

can be added to a recommendation upfront chemotherapy for patients with high-risk NBL 

without causing unacceptable side effects. The aim of the study is to assess the feasibility and 

tolerability of adding this treatment and describe how effective the treatment is. The study 

opened at the Royal Children’s Hospital in December and our first patients enrolled in March 

2020. 

 

7. Paediatric Hepatic Malignancy International Therapeutic Trial (PHITT) 

 

 

 

AHEP1531 is a risk stratified clinical trial for patients diagnosed with Hepatoblastoma. The aim 

of the study is to reduce therapy associated toxicity for patients with non-metastatic 

hepatoblastoma and hepatocellular carcinoma without adversely affecting long term 

outcomes. The study aimed to be opened in May 2020 

 

8. A Multicentre, Open-label, Randomized Phase 2 Study to Compare the Efficacy and 

Safety of Lenvatinib in Combination with Ifosfamide and Etoposide versus Ifosfamide 

and Etoposide in Children, Adolescents and Young Adults with Relapsed or Refractory 

Osteosarcoma (OLIE) 

 

 

 Study phase: Phase II 



  

The study is evaluating whether lenvatinib in combination with standard chemotherapy is 

superior to standard chemotherapy to improve progression-free survival. This is a 

commercially sponsored study testing an investigational agent Lenvatinib in patients with 

relapsed osteosarcoma. The study is planned to open in May 2020 

 

9. An overarching study for children and adults with Frontline and Relapsed 

RhabdoMyoSarcoma. 

 

 

 

This is an overarching treatment protocol for patients with newly diagnosed or relapsed 

rhabdomyosarcoma. This is a broad clinical trial clinical any questions about new agent 

efficacy, timing of radiation, comparison between standard chemotherapy agents and the 

length of maintenance chemotherapy. The study is planned to open in July/Aug 2020 

dependent on current circumstances of COVID-19. 

 

The following studies remain active at site but are closed to recruitment. Despite this, 

patient continues to be monitored for data collection in follow up.  

1. AREN03B2: Renal Tumours Classification, Biology, and Banking Study  

 

 

 

 

The AREN03B2 study is led by the Children’s Oncology Group (COG), the world’s largest group 

of specialists devoted to childhood and adolescent cancer research. It aims to refine current 

classification data by characterising pathological, molecular and genetic information from 

banked samples from paediatric patients with renal tumours to allow for both improved 

stratification of patients to risk-appropriate treatments and outcome prediction. Fourteen 

patients have been enrolled to date, which includes the enrolment of two new patients within 

the last year. All patients continue to be monitored in scheduled follow up.  

 

2. AREN0533: Treatment of Newly Diagnosed Higher Risk Favourable Histology Wilms 

Tumours  

 

 

 

 

The COG-led AREN0533 study investigated strategies for risk stratification based on the 

absence/presence of pulmonary nodules or a specific chromosomal variation for patients with 

newly diagnosed Stage III or IV Favourable Histology Wilm’s Tumour. Two patients were 

enrolled prior to study closure to accrual and continue to be monitored in follow up.  

 

 

 



  

3. AREN0532: Treatment for Very Low and Standard Risk Favourable Histology Wilms 

Tumour  

 

 

 

 

The overarching goal of the COG-led AREN0532 study was to provide a high degree of overall 

survival of patients with Stage I-III favourable histology Wilm’s Tumour while minimising 

toxicity. Patients were assigned to three different treatment strata based on risk and assessed 

for 4-year event free survival and overall survival. One patient was enrolled prior to study 

closure to accrual and continues to be monitored in follow up.  

 

4. ARET0332: A Study of Unilateral Retinoblastoma With and Without Histopathologic 

High-Risk Features and the Role of Adjuvant Chemotherapy  

 

 

 

 

The COG-led AREN0533 study aims to collect data on patients who undergo unilateral eye 

removal due to retinoblastoma. This information collected is then used to establish 

pathological criteria which can be used to determine outcome based on disease risk. Four 

patients were enrolled prior to study closure to accrual. Patients continue to be monitored in 

follow up.  

 

5. AOST0331: A Randomized Trial of the European and American Osteosarcoma Study 

Group to Optimize Treatment Strategies for Resectable Osteosarcoma Based on 

Histological Response to Pre-Operative Chemotherapy (IND# 12697)  

 

 

 

 

The COG-led AOST0331 study’s main aim is to optimise the treatment of patients with 

resectable high-grade osteosarcoma (localised or metastatic) of the limbs or axial skeleton. 

Prior to resection, eligible patients received an additional three-drug regimen. The next phase 

of chemotherapy was assigned to the patients depending on tumour response to the initial 

course and surgery with event-free survival the primary endpoint.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
PROJECT KPIS: 
 

KPI 1: Eight patients were enrolled prior to 

study closure to accrual and continue to 

be monitored in follow up. KPI 1: Maintain 

a portfolio of solid tumour clinical trials 

from the Children’s Oncology Group 

(COG).  

 

closed to recruitment but patients still 

on follow up (4 COG and 1 collaborative 

group studies)  

governance, expected to open within 6 

months (one COG and one collaborative 

group & one commercially sponsored). 

Two of these studies are expected to 

recruit highly. 

 

KPI 2: To have an increasing number of 

children enrolled in clinical trials year-on-

year.  

In 2019 had an increase in enrolments 

from 2018 and we expect that will 

continue tin 2020 as we open new clinical 

trials 

KPI 3: Maintain an enrolment rate of 94% 

when we have a clinical trial available.  

100% of children eligible for clinical trials 

in this portfolio have been approached for 

consent.  

 

The Solid Study Coordinator position is currently held by Ms Yan Tu, who shared this message 

of thanks below:  

 

“A big thank you to CIKA, as without your support I would not be in this role. This funding has 

enabled me to move from the bench to the bedside of cancer research and gives me the 

opportunity to see the end product of the hard work of the scientific community. Most 

importantly, in this role I am contributing to the treatment and support of our patients and 

their families who ultimately allow 

me to walk with them on their cancer journey.” 

If you have any questions or would like to provide feedback, please contact: 

 

Laura Buck 

Manager, Auxiliaries and Fundraising  

The Royal Children’s Hospital Foundation  

P (03) 9345 6491  

Laura.Buck@rch.org.au  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

   


