
Over the course of many years CIKA News has grown from a double page newsletter to a twelve page magazine.  
As many of our supporters now access our website to see what is happening at CIKA we plan to return to a 
smaller CIKA News in 2012.  CIKA News will still give our readers a taste of what is happening but direct our 
supporters to the website when they want to know even more. We hope you like how these two publications 
will support each other. Make sure you visit www.cika.org.au soon.  

Editor

President's Letter

In what are very 
challenging times, CIKA 
continues to grow and 
this is to the credit of our 
generous family members, 
friends and supporters 
who assist us with our 
wide range of fundraising 
activities. 

Every month, somewhere 
in Victoria, there is a 
luncheon, a raffle, a stall 
or some other activity 
as groups of like-minded 
people come together for 
CIKA. We salute our friends 
in the community who 
assist us to ensure that, 
through research, children 
diagnosed with cancer get, 
not only the best chance of 
a cure but that the quality 
of their future life is the 
very best that science can 
offer. 

We are therefore very 
pleased that we will soon 
be releasing the details of 
the new project that we 
will fund. The next few 
years will be a very busy 
time for the CIKA team 
but, with your continued 
support, we will be able to 
fund this vital research.

Sandra Lehrer,
President

The 2011 Blue and Orange Ball took place on Saturday September 10th 
when around 300 guests enjoyed a fun-filled evening and helped CIKA raise 
$107,000. What a fantastic result; congratulations to all concerned. The 2012 
Blue and Orange Ball will take place at the Sebel Hotel Albert Park on Saturday 
18 August. Make a note in your diary now!

Cancer In Kids @ RCH
Fund Research,
Find A Cure
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Ruth Murray’s Popular 
Christmas Market Night on 
Friday 18th November raised over 
$7,000 for CIKA.  An amazing array 
of items was for sale and many 
bargains were snapped up by the 
lucky crowd.

Dates To Remember 

"A Night in Monte Carlo " The Sebel Albert Park
18th August. Bookings essential

Visit www.cika.org.au for more details.

Major Raffle
Commences 1st September.
Volunteers needed to assist

Contact Pam Phillips 0418 344 223

Old Time Wood Days, Milltown
10-11 November

Contact Andrew 0427 090 356

CIKA Member Jim Dawson Copped 
Several Pies In The Face and raised $700 
for CIKA... Well done!!!

The 2011 Old Time Wood Days was, as always, a great event 
thanks to the terrific planning by Christine and Andrew Duyvestyn. 
The spirit of fellowship displayed by their band of enthusiastic 
volunteers and the donation of a huge amount of food, timber, 
fruit and vegetables enabled the weekend to raise $23,709.60. 
This is a magnificent result which could not have been achieved 
without the help of so many people. We are grateful to all of you. 
Thank you.

Rod's Fruit and Vegetables of South Melbourne Market donated 
a ute load of food for the Saturday night camp dinner, which fed 
136 guests. Various meats for the dinner were provided by a local 
group of farmers. Toranto Farms provided salad and greens and 
Farm Foods (Thanks to Nick Kerr) donated 500 sausages and 200 
hundred hamburgers for the weekend barbecue lunches . 

This year, thanks to the donation of old felled timber and 
the willingness of the men with their chain saws, we saw the 
fashioning of some great outdoor furniture, all of which sold very 
quickly. The Wood Days Calender sold out even more quickly than 
usual, raising $10,000. We are very grateful to Daniel Burke and his 
team of supporters for this ongoing collaborative effort.

So many people from all over Victoria and from many different 
walks of life come together for this annual event to share the 
fellowship and to raise money for cancer research here at the 
Royal Children's Hospital . Thank you to everyone involved.
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Cooking for Cash is an annual 
initiative of a group of year nine 
students at Methodist Ladies’ 
College in Kew. Meals that they 
cook in the Home Economics 
Department are available for 
purchase by staff during term 
four. 

This year, inspired by their 
teacher Debbie Hudson, the girls 
raised $1,393.90 which will be 
donated to CIKA. 

Well done everyone. 

MURDOCH MCRI Some of the CIKA team were afforded a great opportunity to visit the new Murdoch 
Children's Research Institute (MCRI) at the R.C.H.

We were welcomed by Professor Terry Dwyer, MCRI Director, who gave the team an overview of the many 
areas of research covered by the Institute and there followed a  "walk around " that also included a tour of 
some of the Cancer Research Laboratories.

Many thanks to Terry and also to Rebecca Harford, Developmental Officer at the MCRI, who continues to give 
great to support to CIKA.

Farewell Denise. Lead researcher, 
Denise Caruso, resigned from her post 
at the Children’s Cancer Center at the 
Royal Children’s Hospital on January 3, 
2012, to take up the post of Executive 
Officer of the Australasian Sarcoma 
Study Group at Peter MacCallum Cancer 
Centre.  We at CIKA are sorry to see 
her go but know that she will bring to 
her new job the same dedication and 
passion that she displayed at the RCH. It 
has been great working with you Denise 
and we will miss you. We will always be 
indebted to you for the great research 
that you have undertaken and we wish 
you all the best.
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The Annual Macedon Ranges Focus Group's Christmas Party is always the highlight of the festive season 
and it is a great chance for members of CIKA and Focus to celebrate a great year of fundraising and fellowship.

The Focus Group presented CIKA with a cheque for $7,800 and this brings the total that they have raised since 
1997 to $76,000.

CIKA was also the recipient of the kindness of Gwen and Andy Kakafikas who through their business T.B.S. 
Australia once again made a very generous donation to President Sandra Lehrer

Thank you to all involved with this wonderful group.

The Bi-annual Luncheon was 
organised by the Macedon Ranges 
Bike Riders, who have been raising 
money for CIKA for many years. On 
3rd April, CIKA was the beneficiary of 
the luncheon held at King's Kitchen in 
Crown Casino. Organized by the very 
energetic Lesley McKibbin, fifty eight 
CIKA supporters descended on the 
function room for a delicious lunch, 
many raffles and lots of catch-up talk 
between friends.

Lesley and her friend Ruth Edelsten 
are great movers and shakers and we 
really value all the work that went into 
this event which raised over $1200 for 
research.

Even before the last particpant was out 
the door, Lesley was in the planning 
stages for the next event. 

Watch this space! 
Thank you and well done!

The Bike Riders From The Macedon Ranges completed their ride 
from Warrnambool to Ballarat on 24th November. They are seen 
here taking a well-deserved rest at Lake Wendouree in Ballarat. 
CIKA is very grateful to this wonderful group of people for their 
ongoing support in our fight against childhood cancer and their 
magnificent achievement in raising $7,300.
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