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supporting

supported
by

for one night only

BOB VALENTINE & HIS BAND

THE PULLMAN, ALBERT PARK
6.15PM FOR A 7PM START

TICKETS $150

How could you miss the CIKA Carnival?

If you join us at the CIKA Carnival a night of merriment awaits you.  What will attract you?  The spinning wheel, 
the fortune teller, the raffles and games, or will you be lured by side-show alley?  The 2013 CIKA Ball will take 
place at the Pullman Hotel (formerly The Sebel), Albert Park, on Saturday 17 August. As always it will be a 
very special night for our many families, friends and sponsors, who get together to show their support and 
commitment to CIKA.  Our patron, Mr Peter Mitchell, will be hosting the event and we will, of course, have the 
wonderful Bob Valentine and his band providing the music. 

Tickets are $150 a head and bookings are now open. To book your ticket for the ball online, go to 
http://cikaball2013.gofundraise.com.au/  
Alternatively, contact Ellie Pateras at the RCH by telephone, (03) 9345 7064; fax, (03) 9345 6900; 
or email to Ellie.Pateras@rch.org.au    

The Pullman Albert Park has offered great rates for an overnight stay. Important information about 
accommodation options at the Pullman can be found at:
http://www.cika.org.au/Assets/1400/1/CIKAAnnualEvent1.pdf
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President's Letter

How is it that we are 
more than half-way 
through the year 
and putting the final 
preparations for this 
year’s CIKA ball in place? 
Although it has flown by, 
we hope that the past 
year has been kind to 
you.  It has been a good 
year for CIKA thanks to 
the wonderful supporters 
we have.  

CIKA's fundraising 
efforts for 2012 yielded 
$243,927. This is an 
amazing result for a group 
consisting of volunteers 
and puts us at the top 
of the many dedicated 
teams that help the 
Royal Children's Hospital 
ease the suffering of sick 
children. 

It could not have been 
achieved without the 
effort put in by so many 
wonderful people who 
organise events, donate 
goods and services, 
and work quietly in the 
background. 

We are so grateful to 
all of you and to our 
sponsors and supporters 
across the state and we 
hope to thank some of 
you in person at this 
year’s ball.  We’d certainly 
love to see some new 
faces alongside our long-
term supporters.

Sandra Lehrer,
President

New restaurant for Chef Latif
 
The CIKA team would like to 
congratulate our very generous and 
long-standing sponsor Chef Latif on 
the opening of his new restaurant: 

Cube at the Heights 
285 Diamond Creek Rd, Plenty.

www.cubecafe.com.au

We encourage you to visit and make 
yourself known to him, and we wish 
him well. CIKA is looking forward to 
having a fundraiser at the restaurant 
later in the year but, meanwhile, 
you can book for a great culinary 
experience by ringing 9435 6381.

Arrested Recipes

Arrested Recipes is a 
new and innovative 
community work program 
that will raise funds for 
CIKA. It will enable female 
offenders on court or 
adult parole board orders 
to improve their literacy 
and numeracy skills while 
working together as a 
team to put together a 
new recipe book called 
Arrested Recipes.

Riding again for CIKA

The Macedon Ranges 
Bike Riders Group held 
their first luncheon 
for 2013 on 27 
March and, as well as 
providing a lot of fun 
for participants, raised 
around $800 for CIKA. 
We are very fortunate 
to have the support 
of this dedicated and 
enthusiastic team.

Dates To Remember 

CIKA Ball 
The Pullman Hotel, Albert Park 17 August 

Bendigo Cup Lunch 
September 24

Old Time Wood Days, Milltown 
9-10 November

Contact Andrew Duyvestyn 0427 090 356

Christmas Market
November 29

See www.cika.org.au for more details.
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CIKA Coach Drive

When the CIKA committee was 
approached to help raise $50,000 for 
the purchase of a Leica microscope 
to be used for research into solid 
cancerous tumours, the Duyvestyn 
family and a loyal band of helpers 
organised a fund-raising coach 
drive from the Western District to 
Melbourne. Starting from Port Fairy 
on Wednesday 10th April 2013, 
it arrived at the Royal Children's 
Hospital on Saturday 20th. The 
logistics of this event were enormous 
so let us take you on the journey 
with us. When discussion of the 
drive first began, the main concerns 
were the management of the eight 
horses, the length of the journey and 
the safety of all involved. Christine 
and Andrew Duyvestyn together 
with Steve Taranto drove from Port 
Fairy to Melbourne to establish the 
best route to take, one which would 
take advantage of local camping 
and yarding facilities. Christine, who 
is President of the Lions Club of 
Macarthur, then approached the 
members of the 201 V2 Lions District 
who wholeheartedly supported 
the venture. A small committee 
was formed and from then on it 

was all go. First to step up were 
the members of the Wheatlands' 
Museum at Warracknabeal who 
cut and bagged chaff together with 
barley hay generously donated 
by Geoff and Lorraine Inkster, a 
great start for the horse feed. Steve 
Taranto was out of the blocks very 
quickly garnering generous donations 
from The Mornington Peninsula 
area and we were overwhelmed 
with the enthusiasm and support 
that we received from so many 
businesses and individuals. We 
needed to promote this event and 
Ellie and Caitlin at the RCH designed 
and created the website, and put 
together a collection of postcards and 
bookmarks as well as a colouring-
in competition and a promotional 
booklet. A very big thank you must go 
to the people at Briamar Press who 
did not even flinch at the quantity 
of printing required, and it was a 
most generous donation to this 
event. Unflappable CIKA member 
Fred Bergman organized banners 
for the horses’ trucks and for the 
Coach. What to wear was the next 
problem? Sandra made phone calls 
to various companies and Paula from 
R.B. Sellars said that it would be an 
honour to outfit the crew, so colour 

combinations were selected, the logo 
designed and the crew of fifteen were 
measured up for shirts and trousers 
for the whole trip. The Hamilton crew 
was now ready for action. 

The next decision was how to feed 
this mob en route. While all fifteen 
were happy to meet their own costs 
it was felt that, where possible, we 
would supply breakfast, lunch and 
the evening meal. Through work 
contacts the Duyvestyn Family were 
able to secure the support of PFD 
Food Services who donated food 
to the value of $1,500 that covered 
the breakfasts, and morning and 
afternoon teas. Nick Kerr from 
Farm Foods supplied meat for some 
dinners. The Lions Club came on 
board in a huge way and as the trip 
unfolded it was apparent that in every 
town that we visited where there was 
a Lions Club they would support us. 

Day 1 
A farewell from the local community 
at Port Fairy was organised by the 
Port Fairy Belfast Lions Club and 
the local Moyne Shire for which 
we thank Mayor Jimmy Doukas. 
Many of the local residents gathered 
at the departure point at Railway 
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Village Green to hear the speeches 
and to partake of the cooked 
breakfast that was on offer. CIKA 
received many donations here and 
we are particularly grateful to all 
the generous folk at Port Fairy. The 
journey was underway with four cars, 
two horse trucks and four caravans. 
On average the horses would cover 
about forty kilometres a day and 
would be swapped over at regular 
intervals. The first stop was Tower 
Hill and what a sight to behold. 
Members of the local Lions Club had 
erected a tent at the pull-off and a 
delicious lunch was provided for the 
crew. Then it was on to the overnight 
stop at Warrnambool. We changed 
horses in a local reserve where we 
welcomed donations from the locals. 
Camp was set up at David Blaxland's 
property and then it was off to the 
Warrnambool Lions for dinner, a 
lovely meal in great company. 

Day 2
The trip to Terang was pleasant; we 
all had our jobs to do and we all fell 
into them very quickly. Lunch was at 
Garvoc, provided by the Lions Club 
of Terang, and, after another couple 
of hours on the road we arrived at 
Terang and made camp at the Emu 
Creek Pony Club where a dinner and 
get together had been organised.

Day 3 
The first stop was at the Model Toy 
Barn at McKinnons Bridge then it 
was on to a warm welcome in the 
lovely town of Camperdown. When 
we arrived the horses were changed 
in the street and the locals loved it. 
Coach rides were given, the shaker 
tins were taken up the street and, as a 
special request, we visited Sunnyside 
House. Some of the residents were 
bought outside and for many it was 
‘stories to tell’ time when the coach 
and horses arrived. Our overnight 
camp was at the local showgrounds 
and a big thanks to David from the 
Camperdown Lions Club for cooking 
dinner for the crew.

Day 4
On the way to Colac, we stopped at 
Pomborneet Mart for a cuppa and 
then onto Pirron Yallock Pub. (Hi 
and thanks to Shannon, Karen and 
children.) We created a lot of interest 
in Colac's main street and, after 
donations were collected, we set up 
camp at the local showgrounds. The 
Lions Club of Colac had pulled out all 
stops for the evening meal thanks to 
which we had a wonderful evening 
and met some terrific people.

Day 5
On the road to Birregurra, Dan Tehan 
and his daughter caught up with us 
and enjoyed a ride on the Coach. 
From there it was a quiet trip to the 
Wurdiboluc Reservoir to set up camp 

and enjoy a wonderful meal cooked 
by Dean Duyvestyn, a treat for us all. 

Day 6
Into the seaside town of Torquay 
and what a great reception; the 
shaker tins filled fast and so many 
donations were received. Andrew 
and Steve were very busy taking the 
many parents and children for rides 
around town. After setting up camp at 
Torquay sports ground, and polished 
up in our evening RB Sellars gear, 
we enjoyed a meal at the Torquay 
Hotel with some of the Lions Club 
of Torquay members. Thanks to 
Michelle and Brett for organizing the 
raffles held at both the Beach Hotel 
and Torquay Hotel to raise even more 
money for us.
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Day 7
An early start; it was to be a long 
day. The first stop was near the 
Highton Primary School which is 
attended by young Annie Duyvestyn, 
another CIKA supporter. Several 
classes were brought to look at the 
coach and horses and Andrew spent 
a lot of time talking to the children 
about the rig. The next visit was to 
the Fyans Park Primary School; the 
whole school had taken on this event 
with great enthusiasm and what a 
sight to behold when we came into 
the grounds. All the children were 
dressed in period costume. There 
were some truly amazing hats being 
worn, and, as it was Finn's school, 
he proudly drove the Coach around 
the oval. The crew received great 
support throughout the day from 
Highton Village Florist, George at 
Bellevue Dry Cleaners and Porter Hot 
Bread Kitchen. To top it off a lovely 
lunch was supplied by the Geelong 
West Lions Club. Camp was made 
at Beckley Park and once the horses 
were settled we were spruced up for 
a get together at Oppy’s in Norlane. 
Our thanks go to Sandra Fountain 
from the Corio/Norlane Lions Club 

for organizing this event and to all the 
local supporters who attended. 

Day 8
The Roadhouse Cafe at Corio Bay 
offered to cook breakfast for the 
entire crew, which made a welcome 
start to the day. We had a terrific 
visit to Lara Primary School where, 
for many of the children, the 
experience was unique. Lunch was 
provided by the Lions Club of Lara 
after which we took the opportunity 
to visit Boomaroo Nurseries, one 
of our sponsors. Then it was on to 
Little River where a visit to the local 
primary school had been organised. 
One of the greatest pleasures of this 
trip was to see the enjoyment that so 
many children obtained from seeing 
the coach and horses. Local people 
Sue and John Frattin had offered 
the use of their land for the camp 
and their generous hospitality was 
very much appreciated, as was the 
wonderful evening meal supplied by 
the family. The Lions Club of Little 
River had a barbeque at the local 
railway station, and, again, coach 
rides were given. 

Day 9
With Melbourne in sight, two camps 
were to be established: the horse 
coach and truck to E.E. Muir and 
Sons at Laverton and the crew to 
Peter and Ruth Murray's warehouse 
facility at Hoppers Crossing.

Day 10
It was time to bring the coach into the 
Royal Melbourne Showgrounds and 
the challenge was to get it and horses 
there safely. We created a lot of 
interest along the Old Geelong Road 
and most motorists were very patient 
with us. After a strenuous day it was 
wonderful to enjoy a lovely dinner 
and a great catch up with the West 
Footscray Lions Club.

Day 11
What would the Melbourne weather 
do? It was perfect, of course. It was 
agreed that the entire crew would be 
in the coach for the trip into the RCH 
so, in our best RB Sellars gear, we set 
off from the showgrounds. It was a 
great finish to a long journey, one that 
had taken two years to plan. The sight 
of the coach and five horses coming 
into Royal Park was magnificent 
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A Line Group
ACE Radio
Alice & Bill Sim
Andrew & Christine Duyvestyn 
Bay Rodders
Bert & Heather Duyvestyn 
Boomaroo Nurseries
Briamar Press
Christian College, Geelong
Clint & Belinda Adlington
Daryl Melano
Doolan's Heavy Haulage
E.E Muir & Sons Farm Foods 
Fazio Plumbing
Geoff & Lorraine Inkster
Grant & Anne Marre Maloney 
Gwen Mulhallen, in loving memory 
Highton Village Florist
Jack & Glynis Sharrock
JKS Industrial Electrician
John & Alison McDonnell

This event would not be possible without the support of the following generous sponsors:

John & Helen Holcombe
K & K Steel, Hastings
Kevin & Trish Sullivan
Krueger Transport
Lance & Claire Trigg
Let's Go Cruisin'
Lincoln Pool Equipment
Lions Club of Cavendish & District 
Lions Club of Corio and Norlane 
Lions Club of Hamilton
Lions Club of Rupanyup 
Macarthur Rural Supplies 
Max & Denise Perkins 
Montague Orchards 
Moyne Shire Council 
Nestle
Nick & Kaye Duyvestyn 
Nields Ag Service
Pam Phillips
Pedders Suspension 
Pelican Waters Holiday Park

Petro Hire 
PFD
RB Sellars
Richard Whitmarsh
Reece Irrigation
Roger Thomas Jewellers 
Sandra & Steve Lehrer
Sue & John Frattin & family 
Tailored IT Services
Taranto Farms
Torquay Hotel
TRJ Engineering
Tyre Right, Hastings
Unicraft Joinery
Vin Rowe Farm Machinery 
Watson Contractors, Port Fairy 
Wheatlands, Warracknabeal 
Wheelie Waste
Wim & Anneke
Woolworths

for the many family and friends 
who were there to watch. Also in 
attendance were representatives 
of the hospital and Murdoch 
Childrens Research Institute. CIKA 
patron, Peter Mitchell, was there to 
welcome us and to receive the gold 
bullion that we had carried with 
us. It was a great finish to the trip. 
Our thanks go to the Melbourne 
City Council, and especially Event 
Coordinator Susie Lunt, for all their 
help in facilitating the arrival at the 
RCH.  Many people contributed to 
the success of this activity. Along 
the route all of the Lions Clubs 
involved provided meals, support 
and cheques and it is impossible to 
overemphasise the generosity of 
the local communities we visited. 
Above all, the journey would 
not have been possible without 
the dedication and hard work of 
the crew members, all of whom 
took time off work. They typify 
everything that is great about 
volunteers. 

The Coach Drive team consisted of:
Andrew Duyvestyn: horse 
management, coach driver, logistics.
Christine Duyvestyn: co-ordination 
with the Lions Clubs meals and 
general dogsbody. 

Steve Taranto: horse management, 
coach driver, logistics. 
Dean Duyvestyn: photographer, meals 
and management of the Facebook 
page. 
John Holcombe: horse management 
and humour. 
Chris Thomas: truck driver and 
trouble shooter. 
Tony McNamara: horse management 
and philosophy. 
Jenenne and Trevor Kingwill: safety 
support vehicle and retrieval of horse 
poo. 
Sandra and Steve Lehrer: set up and 
sale of merchandise.
Apprentices - Bailey and Ashlee 
Duyvestyn: cleaned out the trucks, 
brushed the horses. 
Annabelle Duyvestyn: collected horse 
poo, assisted the drivers and shook 
tins 
Finn Grant and Sam McNamara: tin 
shakers extraordinaire. 
Not only did the Coach Drive fund the 
purchase of the microscope, it also 
raised awareness of solid cancerous 
tumours in children. Thank you to all 
those sponsors who believed that we 
could do this trip. Even before the 
coach and its crew set out, the event 
had already raised over $30,000 from 
generous sponsors and donors. On 
arrival in Melbourne it had passed 

its goal, raising $55,000, and a month 
later donations were still coming in 
to swell the total to $60,000. The 
microscope was purchased in May 
but the donations just did not stop. 
The final Coach Drive event took place 
on the Mornington Peninsula on 25 
May. A ‘Black & White Charity Nite’ 
run by the ‘Cruisers’, a small team 
of long time car enthusiasts who get 
together to develop social activities, 
raised $10,650, bringing the total to 
$71,695.10
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Wood Days

The 2012 Old Time Wood Days took place in Milltown 
during the weekend of 10 and 11 November and 
raised $27,471.05. The 2012 Old Time Wood Days 
was preceded by the installation of much improved 
facilities as described here by Christine and Andrew 
Duyvestyn: "It is with great pleasure that we can 
inform patrons of the ‘Old Time Wood Days’ that 
we now have a toilet block and septic tank installed 
to save the need for transporting portable toilets 
each year. Thanks must go to Mailors Flat Concrete 
Products for supplying the septic tank, Finchetts 
Plumbing for supplying septic pipes and fittings, 
2 Blues Timber and Plumbing for water fittings, 
Peter Drendel Plumbing and Reece Malseed for 
the plumbing work, and Dean Dark Excavator and 
Bobcats for digging the hole. Also thanks to the hard 
work of Chris Fazio and Chris, Peta, Matt, Cam and 
Mykala Thomas we now have some lovely benches 
for the ladies to work from. Without the generosity 
of all these people this project would not have been 
possible and we do appreciate their help.  There is 

not much than can be written about this year's event 
that has not been written before. It was as successful 
as ever, with great food and country hospitality 
for more than five hundred guests. Over $25,000 
was raised for CIKA by Andrew, Christine and their 
dedicated team of hardworking and enthusiastic 
helpers.  If you are unfamiliar with this event you can 
read all about it at http://www.cika.org.au/WoodDays

The 2013 Old Time Wood Days will be held the 
weekend of November 9 and 10.  Milltown is situated 
between Hamilton and Portland on the Henty 
Highway. Vicroads country directory page 88 D 2. It 
is about four and a half hours from Melbourne via 
Geelong. At Geelong take the Hamilton Highway to 
Penshurst, then the Macarthur Penshurst Road to 
Macarthur. Turn north onto the Hamilton Port Fairy 
Road and after 3 km turn west (left) onto the Condah 
Macarthur Road. At the Henty Highway turn south 
(left) towards Heywood and Portland. If using a GPS, 
put in cnr Henty Highway and Milltown Mission Road 
and you will be very close. There will be signs on the 
highway when you are nearly there. 
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Research Update March 2013

CIKA has recently committed 
to a three year project for the 
establishment of a Translational 
Research Centre in Paediatric 
Solid Tumours, to be conducted 
through a partnership between 
The Royal Children’s Cancer Centre 
and Murdoch Childrens Research 
Institute. By working together we 
hope to realize our common vision, 
that through research we can not only 
improve treatment but also discover a 
way to prevent childhood tumours.

When CIKA was formed in 1980, 
patients diagnosed with a solid 
tumour were given a standard 
treatment protocol. However, no 
two childhood tumours are ever 
100% identical, and we now know 
that differences in these tumours 
require different treatment. Current 
approaches to treatment offer only 
crude ‘tweaking’ of a few generalized 
treatment protocols. We know 
that placing children on standard 
treatment when they will not respond 
decreases their chances of overall 
survival – but alternatives simply do 
not exist today.
Recent advances in mapping human 
DNA, has brought us to the cusp 
of a technological revolution. This 
revolution will enable us to see 
the ‘real time’ generation of such a 
map for all patients, and will allow 
unprecedented insights into the 
tumor type, aggressiveness and 
response to different treatment 
protocols, all of which will inform an 
individual’s treatment to maximize 
chances of a favorable outcome. The 
challenge is to discover predictive 
biomarkers that identify which 
children are unlikely to respond to 

conventional treatment to assist in 
timely direction to more aggressive 
regimens or clinical trials.

The key goals of this project are:

• To establish a state-of-the-art solid 
tumour biobank and parallel cell 
line facility

• To use the molecular information 
to prospectively assist in timely 
clinical trial enrolment of patients 
unlikely to respond to current 
treatments and to attract novel 
studies

Banking of tumour tissue is essential 
for research into childhood tumours, 
as researchers need access to sufficient 
numbers of samples of these rare 
disorders. The RCH CCC tumour bank 
is one of only a few in the country 
that routinely collects such tissues 
for these purposes, and currently 
houses over 100 samples. CIKA was 
involved in the initial creation of this 
tumour bank; a 2007 report from the 
research head stated “Largely as a 
consequence of the CIKA funded TRAIL 
project, the Children’s Cancer Centre 
has comprehensively re-vamped the 
way tumour samples are processed, 
for both research and diagnostic 
purposes.”

To realize our research goals the 
existing tumour bank needs to 
be transitioned, and brought to a 
standard that will facilitate sample and 
knowledge sharing with other centres 
nationally with equivalent tumour 
banks, to coordinate research projects 
between teams. This project will help 
build solid foundations on which to 
implement this ‘personalized’ model of 
care within the RCH Melbourne in the 
very near future.

Another Duyvestyn 
Initiative

CIKA president, Sandra Lehrer 
was approached recently by 
Scott Duyvestyn, the third 
son of Andrew and Christine, 
to assist in an application for 
a VIP grant from his employer, 
ExxonMobil Australia. Scott 
has been a great supporter 
of CIKA for many years but 
his chief involvement is with 
the ‘Old Time Wood Days’ 
held in Milltown in November 
each year. This event runs so 
well because of the energy 
and input of people like 
Scott who organises product, 
ensures that fallen timber 
is donated and garners the 
support of many of the locals 
for the weekend. We thank 
Scott for considering CIKA 
in his application for the 
2013 ExxonMobil Australia 
Volunteer Involvement 
Program and for the 
recognition that ExxonMobil 
gives to their employees who 
volunteer in the community. 
As a result of his initiative, 
CIKA will be the recipient of 
a grant of $1000. Well done 
and thank you, Scott.

Proudly Printed by Briamar Press Paper Supplied by KW Doggett

w w w . c i k a . o r g . a u

CIKA Newsletter July  2013


