
A Night in Monte Carlo 

Each year the CIKA team holds an annual fundraiser at The Sebel, Albert Park. This year we moved away 
from our Blue and Orange theme to "A Night in Monte Carlo". Once again we enjoyed overwhelming support 
from many individuals and companies who were most generous in their donations and their attendance at 
this event. It was great to see so many guests get with the theme and this added much colour to the night. 
A special thanks to Sam from Royal Casino Events who provided the gaming tables which gave those who so 
chose the opportunity to have a flutter and a chance to win the coveted plastic trophy.

The evening was in the very capable and caring hands of our patron, Mr Peter Mitchell, who, once again, 
managed to rev up the guests and encourage their participation in the proceedings. Peter presented Andrew 
and Christine Duyvestyn with the annual CIKA Champion award. This couple and their family run The Old 
Time Wood Days, sell the calendars and assist with general CIKA activities. Both lead very busy lives but their 
commitment and dedication to CIKA is inspirational.

CIKA vice president, Ellen Webb, 
spoke about her son, Brian, who 
died from a solid cancerous 
tumour in 1997. Brian would 
have been 18 this year and we all 
have the utmost respect for the 
courage that Ellen displayed in her 
presentation. This year we also 
heard from an amazing young man 
who has been challenged by two 
types of solid tumour. Michael is 
only 20 years old, but his life has 
been a constant succession of 
surgery and associated treatment 
for his cancers. He also made us 
very aware of the impact that 
his health has had on his parents 
and his siblings. Michael brought 
the entire crowd to its feet; his 
courage is profound. Thank you, 
Michael.

This year’s Grand Auction was named for Israel Rosenfield, a generous long-time CIKA supporter. His 
contributions over many years have been immense and it was with great sadness that the CIKA team 
learned of Israel's death, after a brief battle with cancer, in May of this year. Will Fowles took charge of the 
Grand Auction and his spellbinding auctioneering managed to tease out the last cent from many generous 
supporters.

Bob Valentine and his band are a constant at the CIKA ball; he knows the crowd and he gives us the music we 
all love, so it is not surprising that he had almost all of the guests all on the dance floor during the evening. 
Other events included the ever-popular silent auction, the monster raffle, heads and tails, and the centrepiece 
raffle, all of which contributed to the evening raising nearly $70,000 which, in these difficult economic times, is 
a terrific result.
Many thanks to all the volunteers who helped run the night so well, and a special thank you to all those CIKA 
supporters who donate of their time or goods, or both. The result we achieve is because of you.

Cancer In Kids @ RCH

Fund Research, Find A Cure
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President's Letter

During my years as President there 
have been many changes at CIKA; 
new people, new technologies 
and new guidelines to which the 
hospital auxiliaries must conform. 
What has not changed, however, 
is the generosity of the people 
that make up the CIKA family. The 
small group that constitutes the 
CIKA committee is increasingly 
supported by groups of people 
that take charge of their own 
events – organising them and 
running them in their own way. 
This is a wonderful thing for 
CIKA as it distributes the load 
and ensures that we will all have 
the energy to continue the fight 
against childhood cancer. This 
edition is dedicated to the work of 
many of these groups.

I was so pleased to see many 
of our supporters at ‘A Night 
in Monte Carlo’, a new take on 
our ball. This night is a great 
opportunity to catch up with 
CIKA’s many friends and one 
which I thoroughly enjoy. One 
always ends the night in a state 
of satisfied exhaustion, filled with 
gratitude for the work done by so 
many and for the generosity of all 
who attend.

Amazingly, another year is 
coming to an end and I take this 
opportunity on behalf of all the 
CIKA committee to pass on my 
best wishes. We hope that you 
have a joyous and safe festive 
season and look forward to 
working with you again in 2013.

Sandra Lehrer,
President

Christmas Message from our Patron Peter Mitchell

To all CIKA supporters,

Another challenging year 
draws to a close and for 
many, 2012 can only be 
described as tough. And 
yet we remain optimistic 
that things will turn 
around.

I know the folk at CIKA 
are tackling the New Year 
head-on!
I would also like to thank 
Barbara and Andrew 
Rozsa for generously 
opening their home for 
November's 'Sorrento 
Soiree'. It was a fun 
evening and auction, with 
a new supporter base 
joining in.

32 years ago when three grieving families founded CIKA, they made 
sure that every cent ever raised in its name, would go towards cancer 
research and nothing else. In their grief, they had incredible foresight. 
It now means there is hope for children with solid cancer tumours. 
We are on the cusp of an exciting new era, involving the combined 
powers of the Children's Cancer Centre at the RCH and the Murdoch 
Children's Research Institute.

CIKA is aiming to help raise $500,000 over the next three years to 
fund this extremely exciting research project into solid tumours. 
Ambitious? Of course. Achievable? We firmly believe so.

Some wonderful CIKA events are planned for next year, including a 
fund raising Coach Drive from Port Fairy to Melbourne, as well as our 
traditional and popular August dinner dance. I urge everyone to tell 
their families and friends and get involved!

Once again my best wishes to all CIKA supporters and their families 
for a happy and healthy festive season and a safe and prosperous 
2013.

Many thanks,

Peter
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Sorrento Soirée 

Sorrento Sailing Escape has, over the 
past four years, donated luxury sailing 
cruises for auction at the CIKA annual 
ball. This year CIKA benefitted by $4,600 
from the auction of two luxury cruises. On 
November 17 the operators of Sorrento 
Sailing Escape, Andrew and Barbara Rozsa 
offered their home at Sorrento to enable 
CIKA to host a cocktail party to raise more 
funds for research.

All agreed it was a wonderful night 
including CIKA patron, Peter Mitchell, 
and Head of the Children's Cancer Centre 
Foundation, Jeremy Smith. Guests 
enjoyed fabulous food and wine and great 
company. The evening also featured a raffle 
and auction which included an amazing 
“Dolphin Swim for a Family of Four” 
generously donated by Polperro Dolphin 
Swims. Altogether over $6,000 was raised. 
We appreciate the hospitality of Andrew 
and Barbara and the assistance of Pam 
Phillips and her daughter Michelle Lanigan. 
Thank you to all involved.

Combined Auxiliaries Market (Made-by-us)

The CIKA stall at the Combined Auxiliaries Market held in the Malvern Town Hall on Saturday June 30th 
raised $3,220 thanks to the efforts of Pam Phillips and her dedicated group at Friends of CIKA. 
An event like this does not happen without the combined efforts of many people. There were those who 
made goods, those who transported them, those who sold items and those who bought. We thank you 
all. Special mention is made of the work undertaken by Amalia, Andrea, Anthea, Barbara, Bernadette, 
Geoff, Kaye, Lois, Lucy, Lyn, Margaret, Marie, Marjorie, Ruby, Sala, Sally, Tracie and, of course, Pam. 
What a team!
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Christmas Market 

Ruth Murray and Sharron Markovic hosted the third Christmas Market at the 
Murray home on Friday 16th November. Ruth and Sharron provided a wonderful 
opportunity to snap up fantastic Christmas gifts. Guests left laden with Christmas 
decorations, candles, soaps and toiletries, stationery, fruit and vegetables, 
handbags, jewellery, giftware and Christmas foods. They also enjoyed the excellent 
BBQ prepared by Peter Murray and his friends. As well as being another great 
night for all who attended, it raised $8373.35 for CIKA. There were many family 
members (Hi Madge) and friends who helped pull this event together and we 
would like to say thank you to Julie and Sam Casilli, John Markovic, Grace and 
William Murray, Val, Janine and Ellen Butterfield, Harry and Sarah, and our fruit 
and vegie specialists, Harry, Ferah and Evren Velisha

Melbourne High

It was an absolute honour to visit Melbourne High School 
today with Sandra to watch the presentation of the Simon 
Bergman Memorial Scholarship. Fred spoke about Simon 
and the importance of remembering to be grateful for what 
you have and for being the best you can. The recipient of 
the scholarship was absolutely thrilled to receive such an 
honour!

As well as being presented with a cheque for $1,338.98, the result of a recent casual dress day, the Principal 
of Melbourne High, Jeremy Ludowyke, spoke to the boys about CIKA's work and announced an ongoing 
commitment to support CIKA.  

Thank you Fred and Leah for including CIKA and the RCH in such an important day.
Ellie Pateras
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Wood Days 2012

What can we say about the Wood 
Days that hasn’t been said before? 
Once again Christine and Andrew 
Duyvestyn and their family and 
friends created a warm and 
welcoming environment for over 
500 guests on the property that 
plays hosts to the Wood Days event 
each year. They were treated to 
fascinating displays, great food and 
country hospitality. Christine and 
Andrew have yet again proved they 
deserve their title of Living Treasures 
bestowed on them by the RCH in 
2011. Of course, whilst Christine 
and Andrew drive the Wood Days, 
they could not do it without the 
numerous supporters who not only 
donate goods, time and money, 
but bring with them a sense of 
fellowship in their support for CIKA 
to the weekend that only adds to the 
$25,000 and counting that was raised 
over the weekend.
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Riding again for CIKA

On Sunday 20th May a group of 
riding friends met in Shepparton 
to have some fun and to raise 
awareness of CIKA. After booking 
into the Courtyard Motor Inn in 
Wyndham St, the group went for 
an enjoyable ride around the local 
bike paths. The following day found 
them on their way to Dookie where 
they were joined by a Shepparton 
friend for the return trip.

On Tuesday the group was further 
augmented by two locals for a ride 
to Tatura via Toolamba.

On Wednesday the bikes were taken 
by car to Murchison for a ride to 
Nagambie for lunch. The return trip 
was made a little more challenging 
by a strong head wind, but the 
riders pedalled on undeterred.

As well as having a lot of fun, the 
riders raised awareness of CIKA 
and its mission, which, for them, 
was the most important part of the 
activity. In addition to this, they 
raised $540.00. In the words of 
rider Lesley McKibbin, "It is very 
rewarding when people come up 
to you in the street to give you a 
donation". The group would like to 
thank the owners of the Courtyard 
Motor Inn for their generosity and 
for looking after them all so well.

CIKA says big thank you to all who 
took part. What a wonderful group 
you are.

Coach Drive

What is the CIKA Coach Drive?

The CIKA Coach Drive is a fun and adventurous project that is 
underway to raise vital funds to help in the quest for a cure for 
childhood cancer.

Departing from Port Fairy on the 10th April 2013, the Coach Drive 
will make its way through 12 towns over 11 days before arriving in 
Melbourne on the 20th April.

The aim of the Coach Drive will be to raise $50,000 to fund the 
purchase of a Leica Microscope- a much-needed piece of state-of-
the-art equipment that will enable our researchers at The Royal 
Children's Hospital, Melbourne to analyse solid tumours at a much 
more advanced level.

With your help, CIKA will be able to achieve this remarkable goal; 
one which will truly make a difference in the research that is needed 
to find a cure for childhood cancer.

Directly support the CIKA Coach Drive by making a donation today. 
Go to www.cikacoachdrive.com.au to make your donation online.

Crown Casino 
Luncheon

The Macedon 
Ranges Focus 
Group has been 
raising money for 
CIKA for many 
years. 

On 3rd April, this year CIKA was the beneficiary of a wonderful 
luncheon held at Crown Casino. It was such a success that Lesley 
McKibbin was in no doubt that another luncheon should be held 
soon and so on October 31st another large group of CIKA supporters 
descended on the function room. Raffles, convivial chat and great 
food made another winning combination and all who attended were 
enthusiastic in their support of CIKA and this event. Another $1200.
was raised for our next research project. Thank you, once again.
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CIKA Supporter – 
Kay Rawlinson

CIKA is fortunate to enjoy the 
support of a diverse range of 
groups and individuals who 
contribute their resources to 
help us raise money in our 
ongoing fight to find a cure 
for childhood cancer. This month we would like 
to feature Kay Rawlinson who has contributed 
a multitude of goods, most recently to support 
the Friends of CIKA stall at the Malvern Town Hall 
"Made-By-Us" Fair.

Dates To Remember 

CIKA Annual Ball 
The Sebel Albert Park 17th August. 

Visit www.cika.org.au for more details.

Major Raffle
Commences 1st September. 

Contact Pam Phillips 0418 344 223

Coach Drive
10th -20th April 2013

Contact Ellie Pateras 0402 255 157

Old Time Wood Days, Milltown
9th-10th November

Contact Andrew Duyvestyn 0427 090 356

Online Donations

CIKA can now accept secure online donations through 
its fundraising page at www.rchfoundation.com.au/
event/cika CIKA supporters can donate by credit card, 
by pledging cash which can be paid through BPAY or 
in person at any Australia Post outlet, or by sending a 
cheque to the RCH auxiliaries’ office. Donors will be 
sent a receipt by email and the webpage will keep a 
running tally of the amount raised.

Donors can also leave messages of support or use 
the site to create their own online fundraising pages 
accessible to family and friends, enabling them to 
promote fundraising activities within their social group.

Donvale Neighbourhood Charity Auction

Following the success of the inaugural Donvale 
Charity auction held on the 27th of February 
2010 at the home of Eugenia and George Tselepi, 
Eugenia vowed to make this an annual event and, 
true to her word, organised the 2012 event on 
February 26th. Once again it was an afternoon 
of good fellowship and laughter, with everybody 
having a great time despite the very hot weather. 
Fifty five people attended, including CIKA 
stalwarts Mary McGowan, Ellen Webb, and Sue 
and Ted Taplin.
CIKA is most grateful to Eugenia and her family 
for opening their lovely home for the event and 
raising $5,177 for CIKA, including $230 from the 
raffle of a beautiful quilt produced by "Friend of 
CIKA" Lois.
Once again, Michelle Lanigan was brilliant as 
the auctioneer of a range of goods provided for 
the occasion. The auction commenced at 2 p.m. 
and went non-stop until 5. Well done, Michelle, 
you did a fantastic job as did members of the 
Tselepi family who acted as cashiers, bankers and 
furniture removalists.
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Vale Israel Rosenfield

In May this year, Israel Rosenfield, a long time CIKA supporter, died after a brief battle with cancer. Israel was 
passionate about many charities but he held CIKA very dear to his heart and was a special friend to many of 
the committee. We were very blessed to have Israel on our team. He championed our cause and needed little 
encouragement to stand up and speak on our behalf. Whilst his financial contribution was monumental his 
passion and personal support encouraged many others to assist our charity. We will indeed miss those words 
that he stated so frequently: “No child should have to suffer”.

Issy has left us early but he leaves behind a stamp of kindness, caring and compassion. Let us all carry some of 
this on in our lives. All of the CIKA team extends to Issy's partner Sala, his daughter Deanna, son-in-law Ian and 
grandchildren Nishika, Warne and Allegria our deepest sympathy.
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