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What will we do with all that money…..? Simple….
all CIKA funds go to funding Paediatric Cancer 
Research – that’s what drives CIKA supporters.  

We may be a small team but we are highly 
committed to our cause.  We know that more 
research is needed so that cure rates improve. 
Our Dinner Dance proves that we can support 
this research & have a fabulous night out!

Our dedicated volunteers tempted us with a wide 
array of bargains as we entered the Hilton Hotel.  
As we sipped our aperitifs we browsed the goods 
on offer.

Children’s Surprise Bags decorated by the 
children of Albert Park Primary School went 
very quickly, as did the Cosmetics Bags which 
have developed a formidable reputation for high 
quality and great value. Gardeners, pet lovers 
and food lovers were also catered for with great 
product bags.  

A choice of two raffles meant there was 
something for everyone.  We are particularly 
grateful to Bev Marks Bedding who provided first 
prize for our major raffle and to the Duyvestyn 
family and the Woodpeckers for donating the 
money which created the prize for our Treasure 
Chest raffle. The Woodpeckers also presented a 
cheque for $1200.

At this year’s CIKA’s Dinner Dance we were 
privileged to hear Natalie tell her story.  She 
spoke of the people who had supported her on her 
journey and of the joys and problems associated 
with being a childhood cancer survivor.   She 

warmly encouraged us to dig deep to raise the 
funds needed for further research.

Throughout the night the Silent Auction provided 
the opportunity to bid on a huge range of 
beautiful items and bidding became quite fierce 
towards the end of the night.   There were over 
200 items in our Silent Auction – a testament to 
the generosity of our many sponsors. 

The annual game of heads and tails and a few 
dances soon had us pretty relaxed.  Delicious 
food and wine added to the fun. Fortunately 
CIKA’s patron, Peter Mitchell, yet again proved 
himself able to manage the large gathering of 
people all determined to have an enjoyable night.  
With John Carter from Hocking Stuart at the 
helm, the  Grand Auction elicited some spirited 
bidding - holidays, sports items, a children’s ride 
on car, a cubby house and much more.  

Some unexpected items took the total even higher.  
Graham Duff, Chairman of North Melbourne 
Football Club stepped in with two grand final 
tickets and Israel Rosenfield from Dagles Trading 
and Kostas Kyrifidis from Security Advisory each 
presented cheques for $10,000. 

CIKA would like to thank everyone who attended 
the 2007 Dinner Dance or who helped us with 
some item or service – it is this generosity that 
enables CIKA to support the new research which 
will one day make a difference.

A Fantastic Total !!!

WOW!!  $93,000 
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A Word From Our Patron

CIKA has had a very successful year not only in 
fundraising, but also in raising awareness of 
childhood cancer, and our very busy laboratory 
open day was a testament to that.

I would like to especially thank our very hard 
working team, we all have other lives, family and 
work, but when the effort is required, support can 
be guaranteed by the CIKA crew.

I must pay a special thanks to Bernie, who has 
retired from the position of seceratary which she 
had for 10 years. Bernie always attended to her job 
with great professionalism and as we all know her 
special sense of humour.

Many thanks again Bernie, we love you!

To our generous sponsors and supporters, thank 
you very much! We could not move CIKA forward 

“From where I sit at 6pm 
weeknights it has been another 
incredible year. I can’t remember 
the last time we had a change of 
Prime Minister and Premier in 
the same year. We had our usual 
natural disasters (floods in late 
June in Gippsland), numerous AFL 
stars finding themselves in varying 
degrees of strife, and after a 44 
year wait, the prayers of Geelong 
fans were finally answered. The 
Good Friday Appeal raised another 
record amount ($11.8m!) and 
exciting plans have been unveiled 
to build a brand new Royal 
Children’s Hospital.
May I pass on my thanks to all 
those who attended the Cancer 
in Kids @ RCH Dinner Dance 

last August - it was a wonderful 
night and I urge everyone to tell 
their friends to make this an even 
bigger fundraiser in 2008. It all 
helps us get one step closer to our 
aim - curing kids’ cancer through 
research.
To Sandra, the CIKA board, the 
volunteers and all the helpers, 
in whatever capacity, a massive 
thank you.
To all those whose lives have been 
touched by the CIKA legacy, I wish 
you happiness and health over the 
festive season and every good wish 
for the new year.”

President’s Letter

Peter Mitchell - CIKA Patron
Channel 7 Personality

without your valuable contribution. Your support to 
CIKA is making a difference to the lives of children 
having treatment for cancer now.

In this newsletter, we have invited you, the reader 
to consider a donation to CIKA to assist us in 
continuing to fund of research into solid cancerous 
tumours in children.

CIKA as a group is very committed to supporting 
these programs. We need your help.

To all our family,
friends and supporters,

best wishes for Christmas
and the New Year.

Sandra Lehrer, President
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Fifty-one dogs of all ages, sizes, 
breeds and colours were entered 
into the Show, on a beautiful, 
sunny day, with crystal clear 
skies and a soft breeze. Our 
judges, Ms Betty Harding and 
Mr Ted Taplin had a tough time 
choosing winners, but they 
managed to do a fabulous job. 

“Murray” the Scottish Terrier 
won ‘Top Dog of Show’, awarding 
his proud parents a David Jones 
voucher. At a close second, came 
“Maggie” the West Highland 
Terrier, winning herself $100 
worth of veterinary treatment at 
Flemington Veterinary Hospital. 
Third prize was won by “Leo” the 
Bichon Frieze, who received a 
free heartworm injection. There 
were various other categories 
of prize winning dogs, and every 
participant went home with a 
prize and show bag containing 
over $90 worth of goodies.

CIKA member, Kate Benholz, 
baked and sold her fantastic 
cakes at a stall, while the 
Flemington Rotary Club put on a 
mouth-watering sausage sizzle. 
CIKA members ran raffles and 

Harry Benholz was very busy 
taking fabulous photos, which 
were sold to participants. Mario 
Cassar provided the wonderful 
background music.

Thanks to all our sponsors 
who made the day possible: 
Advance, Dermcare, Happy 
Yappers, Merial, Pfizer, Royal 
Canin, Therapon, G.E. Finance, 
Bob the Butcher, Michael Tatlow 
Pharmacy, Forte Dodge, City West 
Water and Bernard’s Magic Shop! 
Thanks also to the Flemington 
Rotary Club, all CIKA members 
who helped, and the staff of the 
Flemington Veterinary Hospital.

CIKA Dog Show

The Dog Show this year was a roaring success! It was held on 
Sunday the 18th March, with all proceeds going to CIKA.

The Dog Show is an annual fundraising event, which was such a 
success last year, that it had to be moved to a bigger site.

 
Dr Anne Dynon, a CIKA committee member, organised the event 

with her friendly staff at the Flemington Veterinary Hospital.

Thanks to all our participants, 
who made the effort for sprucing 
up their canines and coming out 
to join us for the whole Show – 
we made a total of $1350!
A big thank you to Flemington 
Veterinary Hospital for their 
continuing support of CIKA.

by Dr.  Ann Dynon
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Despite the 40 degree heat, hundreds 
of enthusiastic patrons turned out 
to help celebrate O’Hea’s Bakery’s 
50th Birthday, with all proceeds being 
donated to CIKA. Freshly baked mini 
pizzas, delectable cakes and muffins 
were constantly offered, enticing 
everyone to sample.

Two hampers, featuring a selection 
of Colavita products, were auctioned 
with much excitement, brisk bidding 
and cheers from the crowd. The first 
hamper went for $400!!! Competition 
for the second raffle, was also 
exciting, and when it reached $200, the 
auctioneer had to confer with his seller 
before declaring that the basket was 
on the market!

Children were entertained by a very 
talented clown who created remarkable 
shapes from balloons, painted faces 
and kept adults amused with his 
banter. There was a jumping castle, 
fairy floss, ice cream, and sparkling 
wine tastings to keep everybody happy. 
Music for the day was provided by a 
lively jazz ensemble and a swinging 
trio, complete with African drums.

Their were five raffles and many tickets 
were sold. At 3pm, the birthday cake 
was brought out. Dominic Arena had a 
few words honouring the memory of his 
late father, Bruno Arena, who started 
the business 50 years ago.

The Mayor of Moreland, Mark O’Brien, 
continued the story, saying “the 
Italian immigrants came, they saw, 
they concreted!” much to everyone’s 
amusement. He commended the 
Arena family for their outstanding local 
business, providing exceptional service 
and diverse products to the community, 
and unveiled a plaque commemorating 
the 50th anniversary. Sandra Lehrer 
presented a framed Certificate of 
Appreciation from the Royal Children’s 
Hospital, on behalf of CIKA.

A wonderful day was 

enjoyed by all with around 

$3000 raised from raffles, 

shaker tins, CIKA bags, 

pens, pencils and other 

merchandise donated by 

O’Hea’s Bakery.

O’Hea’s Bakery 50th Birthday

by Judy Benholz
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Briamar: The Crowl Family Story

Hello, 
My name is Robert Crowl. My family and 
I are very happy to help CIKA by providing 
this outstanding group of people with 
their print requirements through our 
printing company.

Cancer is an insidious disease that has 
touched most people in various degrees. 
For some it may be the loss of a person 
they have had some small association 
with. For others the discovery that a 
person that is the very epicenter of your 
lives has cancer. Lives are changed 
forever, both the one diagnosed and 
those traveling with this much loved 
person on the toughest and most 
emotional journey they will ever have to 
make.

 I wish to share with you some moments 
from the journey taken twice by my 
family with the loss of two daughters, 
our sisters, Christine and Helen.

This story has two perspectives. One 
experienced as a child with the loss 
of my elder sister Christine, the other 
as a man with the loss of Helen, my 
younger sister. However for my parents, 
the loss of two children to cancer is 
unimaginable.

Christine was a girl with a great 
personality, a very caring nature and very 
smart. She used to talk about one day 
becoming a teacher. Chris liked to help 
Mum cook and loved crafts. We were a 
pretty normal happy Aussie family. Dad 
had a small print shop in Bulleen and 
Mum was a nurse. Together they were 
raising five active and somewhat noisy 
kids. However one day when Christine 
was in year 8 the world changed for 
Mum and Dad.  After been hit by a chair 
in class Chris’s leg became swollen. 
The swelling was very painful and would 
not subside. The doctor ran tests and 

Chris was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid 
Leukemia and hospitalized.

That night we could hear Mum and 
Dad crying in the kitchen with my 
Grandparents. They decided not to tell 
the four of us kids at that time, knowing 
that Chris would have hated been treated 
special by us.

Many of you reading this would know, 
how life changes. The family routine had 
to revolve around hospital visits, this was 
especially hard for M&D who had to keep 
working and running the business.

Eventually, Christine went into remission 
and we were all so grateful, Life went on 
for us three boys and our younger sister. 
For the parents of a sick child however, 
life cannot be the same. They were 
haunted by the fear that this incurable 
cancer might return. Unbeknown to us, 
Christine was on so many tablets that her 
body development was stunted. I cannot 
imagine the emotional toll this would 
have had on a young girl, particularly at 
high school. Christine was blessed with 
wonderful friends. 

Two and a half  years after the diagnoses, 
Chris and I went off to the movies in the 
city, she was 14, I was 12. As we went 
to board a tram I had to help her up the 
steps, her leg was suddenly hurting a lot. 

When we got home and mentioned this, 
the folks thought the worst, the cancer 
had returned. 

Over the following ten weeks Christine 
had a very awful time, including a Spleen 
Ectopy. This was when M&D told us what 
was wrong with Chris as were older now. 
Steven as the eldest had known for a 
while. We were devastated.  

During the last ten weeks of Christine’s 
life, there were some terribly tough 
times. As a family we all pulled 
together and along the way we were 
witness to the creation of special 
memories. Some heartfelt brave and 
beautiful words were spoken and 
I realised Christine knew her dire 
situation when I asked if she still wanted 
to be a teacher, she didn’t answer me, 
just cried. Christine lost her battle on 
July 14th 1975. Chris was 15yrs and 1 
month.

The recovery for a family loosing such a 
vital and important person takes its toll 
on everyone. I remember the neighbors 
all coming in, the shop owners hugging 
me in the street, all the kids at school 
staring at me. I remember how we all 
missed Christine so very much. The 
family dynamics had changed forever.

In 1991 my younger sister Helen began 

continued...
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The following story by Robert Crowl 
(Briamar Press) is written from the 
heart. It is confronting, but we chose 
not to edit it, as it reflects the feelings 

of this family.
The treatment of cancer has moved 
forward greatly since this period and 
in reading this article it only reinforces 

the need for research.
It must also be noted that none of 
the treatment carried out was at the 

Royal Childrens Hospital.



Briamar: The Crowl Family Story

having dizzy spells. Helen was  25 
years old, married with two children, 
Cameron 4 and Mathew 18 months. 
During a check up the doctor said 
something was wrong. We were shaken 
to the core when Helen was diagnosed 
with a Malignant Brain Tumour on 
Valentines Day 1992. When her husband 
came home with flowers that evening 
Helen broke the news to him. Later that 
night the family rallied together. Helen 
was calm and collected, I suspect to 
ease the worry she could see so evident 
on the faces of the family she loved so 
much. She had brain surgery, a very 
dangerous procedure as the tumour 
was located in the speech and memory 
part of the brain. The bulk of the tumour 
was removed but some of the tentacles 
of the tumour were inoperable and were 
attacked with radio therapy and chemo 
therapy. Nine months later Helen was 
given the all clear.

However, we were told the tumour 
might return and if so, radio therapy 
will no longer be an option as the 
maximum dosage of radio therapy had 
been reached. Life continued happily for 
the following 4 1/2 years then Helens 
writing style started to change slightly 
and by the end of that year Helen started 
getting regular headaches. We were 
concerned. A visit to Helen’s neurologist 
gave us tremendous relief when he told 
Helen it was nothing more than sinus. 
We felt elated and relieved.  Helen and 
her husband were in the process of 
building six new townhouses and had so 
much in front of them. 

On 16th January 1996, Helen went in 
for the sinus operation. There were 
complications with the surgery and it 
was discovered that Helen’s tumour had 
come back with aggression; the tumour 
hemorrhaged causing bleeding on the 
brain causing a massive stroke. She 
was rushed by ambulance to another 
hospital. We were told she might not 
survive. The shock made us all sick. The 
family gathered waiting by the phone. 
Helen survived the operation but with 
irreparable brain damage and was in a 
coma for two weeks on life support. 

On the 2nd Sunday morning I walked into 
the I.C.U and saw Helen open her big blue 
eyes. We did not know if we would see 
them again. The joy was over whelming. 
However, she could not remember us, 

talk, walk, or feed herself. We were told 
that due to the severity of the stroke 
that they would not treat the cancer. 
Over the following 5 months a family 
member was with Helen as much as 
possible. The doctors could not believe 
the vast improvement in Helen, she was 
now walking, was bright and having 
good conversation and a joke. Her 
eye sight was permanently damaged 
but new glasses helped enormously. 
The doctors started treatment using 
new drugs. Over the next three and a 
half years Helen was presented with 
many challenges including several high 
risk brain surgeries. 

Helen’s body made some dramatic 
and unfortunate changes due to the 
treatments but this woman’s fantastic 
personality remained unchanged. Each 
time someone close to her looked 
worried about a situation confronting 
her, she would put everyone at ease; her 
strength and attitude were remarkable 
and to this day I remain in awe of her. 

Her final days were very difficult, under 
going constant treatment along with the 
physical disabilities due to the stroke 
made life hard. It always amazed me 
though how Helen coped and kept her 
humour and zest for life and even how 
she kept her house so clean with two 
young boys. I was having dinner with 
Helen whilst her husband and boys were 
away. She was not well and for the first 
time actually said she needed to visit 
the hospital. I knew then that something 
was wrong. I phoned Mum and Dad to 
meet us there. When Mum saw Helen I 
think she knew. There was the saddest 
look on Mum’s face. Helen was admitted 
and all the family gathered the following 
morning. We were told that Helen had 
developed Leukemia due to the chemo 
and that she would die. Ironically the 
same disease that stole her elder 
sister’s life. It was difficult to accept 
that it was the treatment that was to 
take Helen’s life, not the cancer. When 
we told Helen she said, “No! I can’t go. 
I have two beautiful boys to raise. I am 
not going anywhere!”

The strength Helen showed that night 
was truly unbelievable. Even Mum, 
who had been nursing for 40 years, 
said she had never seen such bravery 
or composure. Helen cuddled her boys 
and said to them the most wonderful 

words and took us each by the hand for 
our own special words, then looked at us 
all and told us how lucky she is to have 
us as her family and then said, “I’m so 
sorry to have put you all through this”. 
A bit later she said, stop looking so sad, 
go home and get some sleep. I will see 
you in the morning.

Helen died that night. We could not 
believe she had left us so suddenly. 
One week earlier she was fine. It was 
an awful shock. As we left the hospital, 
walking together with her children the 
rain fell heavily on us. It was a poignant 
moment, etched forever in my mind.
Helen’s funeral filled the church to 
overflowing with the people that loved 
her. She had touched so many lives, had 
fought a brave battle and made us so 
proud of her.

The aftermath of cancer is hard. 
Everyone’s life is altered forever. It’s 
especially tragic when children are left 
without a mother. But I believe if you 
look hard enough there can be positives. 
When people you love become so ill, 
you do say and you do things for them 
that you otherwise may not have. You 
tell them “I love you”. You see so much 
good in that person; their strength; their 
dignity; their love for you. They become 
your hero.

I try not to let smaller irritations bother 
me. I feel that through my experiences 
with cancer I appreciate life so much 
more and those people that are in it with 
me. Thankfully we have people like the 
C.I.K.A group making a difference. Let’s 
hope one day the word cancer will not 
fill us with such fear.

Thank you for allowing me to share 
some of the story of my two beautiful 
sisters Helen and Christine.

by Robert Crowl
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K.W. Doggett’s Bio
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K.W.Doggett & Co. Pty Ltd (trading as 
K.W. Doggett Fine Paper) is a leading 
independent paper merchant committed 
to providing exceptional customer service 
and creative paper solutions for both the 

print and design markets.

With offices in Melbourne, Brisbane 
and Sydney, K.W. Doggett Fine Paper is 
positioned to provide its extensive and 
growing client base with an enormous 

range of high quality printing 
& specialty papers.

History

K.W.Doggett Fine Paper was established in 
1975, by Ken Doggett in Melbourne, and is 
now celebrating its 33 year anniversary as 
the fourth largest merchant in Australia. 
This family owned and managed business 
employs over 100 staff and is now owned 
by Ken and John Doggett. Each have their 
children working in the business.  

The company’s identity was re-designed 
in 1998 to incorporate a ‘doggie’ theme 
to emphasise the values of quality, 
strong relationships and creativity, whilst 
developing a strong, recognisable brand 
amongst both printers and designers. 

K.W.Doggett built its Brisbane operation in 
1993, and purchased Jaeger Fine Papers, 
in 2002, to expand within the New South 
Wales market. And now watch this space…. 
Adelaide to be opened in 2008

www.kwdoggett.com.au

VIC (03) 8470 2244
QLD (07) 3268 7844
NSW (02) 9736 3011

K.W. Doggett’s proudly supports CIKA
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Announcements

January
Wednesday 16th

February
Wednesday 13th

March 
Thursday 13th

April
Thursday 17th

May 
Wednesday 14th

June 
Wednesday 11th

Stall Dates 2008

CIKA holds new & used book stalls monthly in 
the foyer of the RCH. These stalls are a lot of fun 

and raise money for CIKA!
Interested? Phone Ted Taplin on 0411 597 672

July
Thursday 17th

August
-no stall-

September
Thursday 18th

October 
Wednesday 15th

November
Wednesday 12th

December
Wednesday 17th

Bereavements

Sandra Lewis

The CIKA committee would like to 
express our deep sadness on the 
passing of a generous CIKA supporter 
and wonderful person, Sandra Lewis.

Known as ‘Sandy’, she assisted with 
and collected second-hand books for 
our monthly stalls, and along with her 
husband Bruce, gave generous support 
to our annual dinner dances.

Sandra died from breast cancer on the 
16th of September 2007, aged 57. 
To Bruce and their children Zach & 
Sophie, our deepest sympathies. 
We all miss her very much.

Beryl Lilian Presswell

The CIKA commitee would like to pay 
tribute to the memory of a very special 
lady who passed away recently, aged 
94.

In her life time Beryl Lilian Presswell 
was a generous supporter of many 

Birth of a beautiful baby girl to 
Judith & Marcel Levy, lovely granddaughter 

for Fred & Leah Bergman, sister to Mia

Danielle Esther Levy
born 6.50am on 
4th of November

3.3kg, 52cm
FULL head of dark hair

8

charities, none more so than CIKA. Her 
very large donation of $100,000 several 
years ago, managed to advance and 
broaden the financial support to the 
many research programs that CIKA has 
funded since 1980.

Beryl’s involvement was there from the 
beginning of CIKA and it was the death 
of her niece’s daughter Katy, aged 11, 
that established Beryl’s commitment 
to assisting research into childhood 
cancer.

In her later years she remained 
interested in many community affairs 
and welcomed information about the 
progression of CIKA’s research funding 
and loved to read our newsletter.

Our condolences to her family, especially 
her niece Lois Tasker, who has shared 
many stories about Beryl’s life - for Lois 
the journey must have been difficult.

In sharing her stories, Lois has relived 
the loss of her daughter, the impact 
on her family at the time and the need 
that followed to establish (along  with 
two other families) an auxiliary to 
raise funds for research into solid 

cancerous tumours; CIKA is that group 
and we thank these people for all the 
commitment over the years.

Tinka Christov (Ristuichina)

Died of lung cancer on the 27th of June 
2007. Mother of Droma, Steve and Suzi; 
mother inlaw of Pandil, Diane and 
Chris; Baba of Margaret & Nick, Sophie 
& Tony, Johnny & Katrina, Nicholas, 
Alexander, Emily & Katherine; and great 
grandmother to Jack, Olivia & Mark.

Family meant the world to her, she was 
hardworking, selfless, kind and you were 
always welcomed with a huge smile. 
She had a beautiful energy about her. 
She was fun, loving and had a cheeky 
sense of humour.

Whether you knew her as Tinka, Mum 
or Baba she will never be forgotten and 
will live on in our hearts forever.

The CIKA members are very grateful for 
those friends and family of Tinka who 
have supported us by donating to CIKA. 
This very kind lady will be sadly missed 
by her loved ones..



Spotlight

Margaret Greenwood

The CIKA committee would like to 

thank Margaret Greenwood from 

the Heart to Heart Auxiliary, for 

her generous donation of product 

for the Wood Days event in 2007.

Margaret’s involvement with 

the RCH and The Heart to Heart 

Auxiliaries commenced in 1992.  

In those 15 years, she has raised 

over $40,000 from the sale of 

preserves and aprons at the RCH 

stalls and the Heathmont Bowls 

Club.

In recognition of Margaret’s 

remarkable work, she was made 

a “Living Treasure” in 2002.

Madge Tate Award

The Madge Tate Award is a service award established in 1994 after the late 
Mrs. Madge Tate who served as President, Secretary and member of the 
Croydon Auxiliary since 1932.  Mrs. Tate overcame the difficulties of distance, 
family commitments and sometimes ill health to continue her dedication 
and extraordinary service to the Royal Children’s Hospital.  She passed away 
in 1992 and this service award is now presented annually to a person who fits 
the shoes of this extraordinary lady.

In 2007 our own living treasure Sandra Lehrer was presented with this great 
award. We congratulate Sandra on receiving this well deserved prestige 
award at the Auxiliaries 85th Annual General Meeting held on Saturday 
4th August 2007 at the Zinc Restaurant on the banks of the Yarra behind 
Federation Square.

Sandra has been an active member of CIKA since 1998 and President since 
2002 as well acting on the Executive Committee at RCH.  Sandra has taken 
the CIKA team forward in such a positive way with her vast experience, talent 
and belief in her team.  
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Report Funding

by Ellen Webb

Research funded in the year ended 30 June 2007
The main programs sponsored by CIKA in the year ended 30 June 2007 were the Rhabdoid Tumours study and the Dendritic 
Cells programme. The committed funding for these two programs for the year was $148,482.  

Rhabdoid Tumour Study
The first study was the Rhabdoid Tumour study.  This study was conducted under the direction of Dr Elizabeth Algar of the 
Molecular Oncology Laboratory.  These solid tumours are rare, and have a very high mortality rate.  This research was conducted 
in collaboration with other hospitals here and abroad.

Significant progress was made with this project during the year ended 30 June 2007.   The studies have provided evidence that 
supports the hypothesis of the changes in the chromosomes within the affected cells.  The studies also identified a possible 
way to at least partially restore some of the normal genetic and metabolic pathways in Rhabdoid Tumor cells. The findings have 
been published in peer-reviewed scientific literature, and will from the basis to support funding applications to the NHMRC for 
future funding.   Dr. Algar has presented the study findings in Australia and overseas.  

Dendritic Cells Study
The second study was the Dendritic Cells (DCs) study which was conducted under the direction of Dr Denise Caruso.  This study 
leveraged results found in earlier vaccine studies, and had the aim of identifying why cancer patients become immunodeficient.  
Improving patients’ immune systems enables them to complete their prescribed course of treatment with fewer delays, thus 
giving them a better chance of arresting the cancer growth, and achieving remission from solid tumours.  

During the study, the researchers processed and analysed 175 samples (80 in the year ended 30 June 2007) and have achieved analysed 175 samples (80 in the year ended 30 June 2007) and have achieved 175 samples (80 in the year ended 30 June 2007) and have achieved 
their recruitment goals.  This number of samples has enabled them to obtain statistical significance between disease groups 
(i.e. normals vs. solid tumour group). Analysis of the data by disease groups shows: tumour group). Analysis of the data by disease groups shows: group). Analysis of the data by disease groups shows:

➤  Children with solid tumours have impaired immune function
➤  Children with solid tumours have reduced numbers of DCs

The findings of the study:

➤  Are unique in the field (this has never been investigated before)
➤  Highly relevant to pediatric oncology pediatric oncology oncology
➤  Have important consequences for novel treatments to retard tumour growth and fight against infections
➤  Being submitted for publication in top peer reviewed journal.
➤  Incorporated in the new clinical trials

Research being funded in the year ending 30 June 2008

The main program being funded by CIKA in the year ending 30 June 2008 will be the new Dendritic Cell immunotherapy clinical 
trials.  

The new generation anti-tumour vaccines will be manufactured in the state of the art Clean Room Facility housed at the RCH 
in conjunction with the Cell Therapeutics Facility.  The vaccines used to treat children with advanced solid tumours will be high 
quality clinical grade cellular products.  The vaccine process will educate the patients own immune cells to attack their own 
tumours through manipulation in the laboratory.  This process will yield at least 6 vaccine doses which the patient will receive 
biweekly as an injection.  It has previously been shown that this type of immunotherapy has little to no side effects and can 
produce significant clinical responses in some patients.  

CIKA has committed to funding these trials for three years, at a minimum funding level of $100,000 per year.  The trial opened 
in August and a number of patients have been enrolled to date.  It is aimed to enrol 18 patients over the next 3 years. 

The committee of CIKA is very proud of the work we support at the RCH.  We are striving to raise ever higher sums of money to 
enable us to increase our committed funding, to be able to fund a greater number and variety of studies, in as many different 
types of tumours as possible, which we hope will ultimately help to find a cure.  As our ability to fund further studies is limited 
to our fundraising abilities, we continue to look for new ways to increase our revenue streams.     
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Personal Development Weekend

explore the sights such as the Antiques markets and the 
main street to see where the afternoon appointments 
would be.

The appointments were sensational!  Facials, foot 
massage, relaxation massage!  These are a must, at least 
once in your life!  What a way to get the creative juices 
flowing!  Before, during and after another sumptuous 
meal, planning and discussion continued on and went 
on well into the night again. So much was achieved in 
a relatively short time and it really goes to prove that 
finding the ‘balance’ means that much can be achieved.

The weekend was so well organised and ran smoothly, 
everyone (as usual) pulling their weight and contributing 

much to make it a huge success, 
(this is reflected in the success of 
the group on a whole); so much 
so, that it is to become an annual 
planning event. I look forward to 
it with much anticipation! 

CIKA Women’s Business!

As everyone knows, the committee of CIKA is made 
up of a diverse group of men and women who are 
committed to finding solutions.  Being busy people 
who place many demands on themselves means that 
finding time to do the essential planning that must be 
done, becomes more and more difficult.  Knowing how 
important it is to find a balance in one’s lives, rising to 
the challenge, it was decided by group ballot, to mix 
business with pleasure, and so evolved CIKA women’s 
business; a weekend ‘away’ for women, organised 
by women, devoted to future planning and a little 
pampering.  

A fabulous venue was discovered by Ellen Webb at 
Unicorn Cottage, (self-contained accommodation for 
up to 14) in Hepburn Springs, within walking distance 
of Daylesford.

The weekend began late on Friday evening, as we 
converged from all points of the compass.  The catering 
was organised by roster, and we worked in teams to 
produce fabulous spreads to rival the top restaurants 
anywhere!  Gourmet platters appeared, accompanied 
by boutique wines, tempting chocolates and numerous 
coffees that fuelled the creative impulses well into 
each night; inspiration and insight emerging as ideas 
and possibilities were explored, deconstructed and 
re-constructed, to produce guidelines and future 
possibilities for the coming year and beyond. 

Early each morning saw the 
power walkers greeting the 
crisp highland air for their 
workout amid the mystical grey 
wintery skies unique to that 
part of the world, whilst the 
sounder sleepers slumbered 
until a more civilised hour, 
before rising and pulling 
together a tantalising breakfast 
that surpassed that of any 
commercial establishment. 
Even during breakfast the 
ideas and plans were being 
mulled over, tossed around and 
digested.  After the breakfast 
dishes were cleared away it 
was time to explore the area 
and even though there was a 
gentle drizzle, everyone braved 
it and walked into Daylesford to 

by Wendy Taylor
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Merchandise

Adults’ Mugs $15

available in two varieties;
a pink “Smile” design and a purple “Hope” design. Made of 
fine bone china and packaged in a matching gift box, these 
mugs are a fantastic gift idea.

Children’s Mugs $12

available in blue or pink, these mugs are made of fine bone 
china and packaged in a matching giftbox.

Ladies’ Socks $20

Socks for ‘Real Big Kids’ have 
been suggested for as long as we 
have had children’s socks, so we 
would finally like to introduce our 
ladies’ socks. The socks come in 
a short “anklet” and long “winter” 
variety. The anklets come in a 
box of six, and are white with 
coloured heels and toes. Winter 
socks come in a box of four.

Shopping Bags $20

After the roaring success of our bright tote bag, 
we think that these colourful shopping bags will 
go down just as well. 
The brand new bags feature a plastic insert in the 
bottom, to take the weight of heavy groceries, and 
come in black, orange, aqua, purple and pink.

Gardening Gloves $5 / $3

We cater for children and adults alike - 
and now we appeal to the green thumb in 
everybody, with our new range of gardening 
gloves. Durable cotton with rubber palms 
and fingers, the gloves come in medium 
and large sizes at $5. Children’s patterned 
gardening gloves priced at only $3.

Boys’ Socks $20

These socks come in sets 
of six, inside a reusable 
cylinder. 100% cotton, the 
socks feature navy stripes 
and include red, white, 
orange, blue, yellow and 
green. Available in sizes 
to suit 0-12 months, 1-3 
years, 3-5 years.

Introducing our merchandise

Several years ago Sue Manson initiated the RCH 
shopping bag merchandise project. It has now 
evolved into a full range of RCH branded goods.

The CIKA Committee have enjoyed selling these 
products and we are now able to offer you the 
chance to purchase these goods online or direct 
via the enclosed order form.

All profits from the sale of these goods will be 
directed towards CIKA.
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Merchandise

Don’t forget, we also have...

- Waffle Cot Blankets
- Towelling Wraps
- Jersey Wraps
- Velour Wraps
- Singlet Sets
- Booties, Mittens & Beanie Sets
- Hand Knitted Kimono Jackets (000)
- Hand Knitted Pom-Pom Jackets (00)
- Hand Knitted Flower Jackets (000)
- Hand Knitted Booties & Beanie Sets
- Baby Bell Gro-Suits (000)

Dogtor Heal Plush Toys $25

Dogtor Heal Medical Dog, is our first foray 
into plush toys, and we’re sure he’ll make 
an excellent companion for any child, sick or 
well.

Hot / Cold Packs $8

Dogtor Heal’s newest innovation is the 
children’s hot/cold pack. Designed to 
ease the bumps and maladies inevitably 
experienced by children, these packs 
are microwaveable and frreezable, and 
are the ideal size for a knocked knee or 
sprained ankle.

13
Umbrellas $20 / $15

Some of you may think you already know about our umbrellas - 
what you don’t know, is that we’ve just received umbrellas in pink 
“Smile” and purple “Hope” designs & lilac coloured children’s 
umbrellas. The adult brollies retail at $20, kid’s brollies at $15.

Busy Boxes $20

Perfect for keeping kids occupied, the Busy Box features 
A5 notebook, coloured pencils, grey lead pencils, glue 
stick, scissors, rubber, sharpener, stamper, and sticker 
sheet.

Auxiliaries
The Royal Children’s Hospital
Flemington Rd, Parkville VIC

PH: (03) 9345 5188
fax: (03) 9347 5146

www.rch.gov.au/rchaux

or shop online at:

www.shop.rch.org.au



Next Issue

CIKA was founded in April 1980 
by 3 families, to increase the 
awareness of cancer in children 
and to encourage financial support 
to aid research into children’s 
cancer. CIKA is an official auxiliary 
of the Royal Children’s Hospital and 
is open to any interested person 
who feels that they would like to 
contribute to help CIKA.

Over 140 children under 15 years of 
age are diagnosed with cancer each 
year in Victoria and 90% of these 
children are treated at RCH. CIKA is 
committed to providing funding for 
research into solid tumors, the most 
common group of childhood cancer. 
Solid tumors include Wilm’s tumor, 

Neuroblastoma, Osteosarcoma and 
Ewing’s Sarcoma.

Apart from the influence of genetic 
factors, inherited conditions and 
exposure to ionising radiation, little 
is known of the cause(s) of childhood 
cancers and nothing can be done to 
prevent them. Therefore, the need 
to continue financial support for 
research into childhood cancer is 
imperative.

The hopes and dreams of CIKA are to 
stop children from ever contracting 
these types of cancer, but if they do, 
to ensure that the treatment they 
receive is successful. At present, the 
only way to move positively towards 

these ideals is through research.

CIKA has actively supported research 
projects at RCH with financial 
assistance since its inception and 
will continue to do so until these 
types of cancer are cured. CIKA is 
recognised as one of the foremost 
fundraising auxiliaries of the RCH, 
Melbourne.

The CIKA logo is in memory of the 
children of the founding families 
of CIKA. One child liked birds, 
particularly seagulls, one child 
liked butterflies and the other liked 
flowers especially nasturtiums.

May the children rest in peace.

History & Aims

Legal Notice

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors and contributors, and do not 
necessarily reflect the overall views, nor imply endorsement by CIKA or the RCH.

Permission to reprint articles from this newsletter is required from the author or the newsletter’s editors.
Contact us at cikanews@cika.org.au

➤  CIKA funding ‘07 / ‘08
➤  How CIKA started - the CIKA Story
➤  Corporate Brochure
➤  Young Set
➤  Flemigton Vet Dog Show is on the 2nd of March 2008, 
      with another at Docklands in late March (date to be confirmed)
➤  Sponsor Stories
➤  Dinner Dance August 16th 2008
 
.....and much, much more
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What is not mentioned in these facts are the 
mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, cousins and friends of these 
children who are all affected by the diagnosis of 
this terrible disease in a loved one. 

CIKA has funded research for over 25 years 
and whilst great advances have been made in 
the diagnosis and delivery of treatment for our 
children, aggressive funding of research must 
continue to be a high priority. Not all cancer 
research projects presented, are able to obtain 
funding They are expensive, an average cost is 
$100,000 a year and included in this cost are 
salaries, equipment and very sophisticated 
testing procedures. 

The information that is gleaned from all these 
research projects, is so important for the future, 
for all children. CIKA is very committed to 
continue funding cancer research but we need 
your support. Translated we need to fund more 
of these projects. So how can you help? There 
are several options:

• Each year the Children’s Cancer Centre at the RCH 
treats around 160 newly diagnosed cancer patients 

under the age of 18.

• A further 1,000 children receive ongoing treatment 
and/or active patient follow up.

• 40-50 children in our community continue to die 
each year of incurable cancers.

• The Children’s Cancer Centre at the RCH treats the 
largest number of children with cancer in Australia 

per year.

➤ Donate money. All donations are tax deductible and 
IOO% of funds raised goes to research.

➤ Donate goods, for either our monthly stalls or for 
our annual dinner dance.

➤ Organise a function, we can help with the planning 
and provide volunteers for your activity.

➤ Become a CIKA volunteer, we need extra hands at 
many functions and we do have fun.

How you can help...

Make a donation

Name(s)

Address

Phone (H)

 (W)

Cheque enclosed $

or
 VISA / Mastercard / Bankcard (circle)
Charge name as appears on card
Cardholder’s Name

Expiry Date

Signature

$

All donations over $2.00 are tax deductible

Silvia Vargiu, Auxiliary Office, Royal Children’s Hospital
Flemington Rd, Parkville VIC 3052

Phone: 0428 394 697  Fax: 9699 3885
email: treasurer@cika.org.au
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